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Theyear 2023 has been achallenging time for local communities
and global societies, especially vulnerable children. Multiple
crises such as conflicts, climate change, and food insecurity
have deeply impacted their lives, emphasising the urgent need

for collective action to create a future that every child deserves.

We have witnessed the profound repercussions of both
human conflicts and natural disasters on children’s lives.
The Israel-Gaza conflict has torn families apart, leaving them
without homes, education, or stability. Additionally, conflicts
in Ukraine, Yemen, Afghanistan, and Syria have triggered mass
displacement and exacerbated food shortages. The climate
crisis wreaked havoc in Pakistan and Turkiye, with devastating
floods and a destructive earthquake claiming numerous
innocent young lives. Tragically, hunger continues to afflict the
essence of childhood, as nearly one in five children worldwide
suffers nightly hunger pangs amidst escalating conflicts and

environmental upheavals.

In response to these heart-wrenching global crises, we remain
unwavering in our commitment to protect the next generation.
Our global movement has reached 81.1 million individuals,
including 47.4 million children, across 113 nations, providing
vital aid such as food, water, healthcare, secure shelter, and
education. Through initiatives like the children’s emergency
fund, we have assisted over 26 million people in 59 countries,

including 14.7 million children.

With equal determination, we have continued our efforts
to safeguard the well-being of children in Hong Kong. The
alarming surge in student suicides last year underscored the
urgent need for immediate mental health intervention. Our
programmes, such as the Integrating Social and Emotional
Learning into Schools, Play to Thrive and Healing Heart and
Mind, have strengthened the emotional resilience of primary
school students through arts and sports, instilling hope in their
hearts. The surge in reported child abuse cases by 50% over
two years also highlights the need for continued vigilance in
child protection efforts. We have expanded our Heart-to-Heart
Parent-Child Programme and Child Safeguarding services to
address this concerning trend and have actively advocated
against violence towards children and supported legislation for

mandatory reporting of child abuse.

Our achievements have been made possible through the
support of our Board, donors, ‘staff, partners, and volunteers.
It is your belief in our cause and your boundless generosity that

has enabled us to triumph over adversity time and time again.

As we approach our 15% anniversary in 2024, we remain
steadfast in our mission to ensure that every child thrives. With
your consistent endorsement, we stand stronger together to
make positive and profound changes and leave an indelible

mark on the lives of young individuals.
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In 2023, Save the Children worked in over 113
countries around the world, directly reaching
nearly 47.4 million children. As a member of the
global movement, Save the Children Hong Kong
supported 26 projects in 19 countries around
the world, as well as humanitarian responses
globally. We directly helped 26,106 people
locally in Hong Kong.
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Save the Children Global Movement
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41,393,534
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Humanitarian Response
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People Directly Reached
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As one of our key strategic priorities, our programmes
in Hong Kong remain integral to our work and
continued to expand in 2023. Violence against children
can have long-lasting and devastating consequences
on their physical and mental well-being. With the
increase in reports of child abuse, we advocate for
policy changes, while our domestic programmes focus
on protecting children from harm and ensuring they
grow up in safe and nurturing environments. Due to the
increasing rates of student suicides, we are committed
to supporting children by enhancing their social-
emotional skills and promoting their mental well-
being. In 2023, we directly assisted 26,106 children
and adults in Hong Kong through our programmes.
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IN HONG KONG: Play to Thrive Programme
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Daniel, 11, hardly saw his friends and had limited social interactions during
the COVID-19 pandemic. He spent most of his time at home, which had a
profound impact on his communication and interpersonal skills. Prolonged
school closures during the pandemic had a disproportionately negative
impact on children from lower socioeconomic backgrounds and those who

have special educational needs.

Harnessing the power of sports, we launched the Play to Thrive programme,
designed to build social emotional learning into football coaching to promote
the physical and mental well-being of 6-12 year-old children, including
children with special educational needs. Internationally, sport has proven
to be a cost-effective and flexible tool for promoting mental well-being,
development, education, and health. It makes a significant contribution to the
Sustainable Development Goals, while also fostering youth empowerment

and promoting values of tolerance, respect, and social inclusion.
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“Since | joined the programme, | have learned how to
express my emotions and seek help from the coach when
| have difficulties. | quarrel less with my teammates,”
Daniel said.

“| want to rush to the football pitch to play with other

teammates as soon as possible.”

“I believe this programme gives children, especially those
from disadvantaged backgrounds, opportunities to build
stronger social connections within their community,’

remarked a football coach.

Launched in Sham Shui Po and Tin Shui Wai, we reached a
total of 365 children and their caregivers in 2023. Many are
from underprivileged backgrounds, and over a quarter of the

children had special educational needs.

Partnering with organisations including the Football
Association of Hong Kong China, Sham Shui Po Sports
Association Limited and Christian Hong Kong Lutheran Church
Tin Shui Wai Youth Integrated Service Centre, we extended
our reach to many families and coaches. By scaling our efforts,
we strive to uplift the mental well-being of more children from
low-income districts and create a positive effect throughout

the community.
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Healing Heart and Mind through Arts
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In fast-paced Hong Kong, children experience stress
comparable to adults. Recognising the power of arts, we use
creative methods like drawing, music, drama, and storytelling
to help children express themselves. This fosters connection,
confidence, and resilience as they communicate and process
their experiences. This approach, known as “expressive art,”

promotes self-expression in children.

Arts are both enjoyable and meaningful. Ming Ming, a
10-year-old boy, initially displayed unstable behaviour
during our art-based sessions, wandering around the
classroom. However, with time, he learned to concentrate
on his artwork, developing better focus and self-control.
Ming Ming said, “| enjoy working on my artwork, even if it

sometimes takes long to complete.”

Yan Yan, an eight-year-old participant in our programme,
crafted a stress-regulating bottle during our expressive art
intervention sessions. She shared this creation with her
distressed parents, using it to bring them calm and tranquillity.
Yan Yan reminisced, “As they watched the water and glitter
flow inside the bottle, they fell silent and eventually stopped
speaking loudly.”

In expressive arts, there is no right or wrong. Creating artwork
allows children to break free from isolation, enabling them to
express themselves without fear. Through our Healing Hearts &
Minds through Arts programme, we gain insight into children’s
deeply concealed emotions with the goal of promoting their
mental well-being. In 2023, our programme directly reached
140 children and 24 adults.
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Social Emotional Learning at Schools
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Sam, a Primary 5 student, used to hit his toys in an attempt to find inner
calm. Unfortunately, this method proved ineffective in resolving his

struggles.

To empower primary school students like Sam with vital skills, Save
the Children Hong Kong partnered with SideBySide to launch the
Integrating Social and Emotional Learning into Schools (iSEL) project.
It aims to promote mental health literacy and foster social-emotional
growth among all Primary 5 students in two primary schools through
purposeful activities. Additionally, it encourages parents, teachers and
schools to create a supportive environment for the social emotional

development of children.

Following our iSEL sessions, Sam engaged in activities such as colouring
and crafting self-cheering slogans. These sessions provided Sam with
practical tools, including deep breathing exercises to manage stress
and emotions. They have also given him the confidence to tackle life’s
challenges by setting realistic self-expectations.

“My students have learned more about social emotional skill and
the practical tips on how to be aware and regulate own emotions. “

Principal Cheung, St. Patrick’s School

“My students enjoy the SEL classes and they actively participate in
the interactive and fun activities and sharing session.”

Principal Lo, Bishop Walsh Primary School

This programme helps students improve self-awareness, self-
management, relationship skills, social awareness, and responsible
decision making and benefiting them from enhanced emotional
resilience. In 2023, we reached 178 children and 184 adults through

this programme.
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Fostering Family Harmony through Positive Parenting
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At Save the Children, we believe that children should grow in
a safe and non-violent home environment. Unfortunately in
Hong Kong, corporal punishment is still prevalent. More than
half of the reported child abuse cases involve parents as the
perpetrators. Since 2018, we have been working with families
and communities to change attitudes and behaviours about

violence against children.

Our Heart-to-Heart Parent-Child Programme promotes
positive parenting and strengthens parent-child relationships.
Our parent group sessions provide guidance on conflict
resolution by fostering a deeper understanding of their
children’s needs and emotions. Cherry, a mother of a son with
special educational needs, shared that attending our positive
parenting class has helped her relax and appreciate her son’s

efforts, even when they fall short of her expectations.

Meanwhile, in the children group sessions, seven-year-old Zing
Zing had the opportunity to experience the joy of expressing
his feelings effectively and being heard by their parents.
He learned to resolve conflicts using non-violent ways to
communicate with his family. We also empower children to
embrace their unique qualities and foster a sense of self-worth
through engaging classroom activities.

In 2023, our programme continued to make a significant
impact, reaching 183 parents and 317 children in districts with
higher rates of reported child abuse cases. By supporting both
caregivers and children, we aim to create a safe and nurturing

home environment where children can flourish and thrive.

AR ERGBREEIITERENX
Promoting Child Safeguarding Culture

in Child-facing Organisations
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With the increasing awareness of child safety in organisational
settings and a rise in reports of child abuse, we recognise the
urgent need for proactive measures. The impending Mandatory
Reporting of Child Abuse (MRCA) legislation and media
coverage underscore the critical importance of comprehensive

Child Safeguarding guidance for child-facing organisations.

We are committed to assisting organisations in prioritising
the best interests and safety of children. We expand our
services, directly benefiting 20,886 children and 206 adults
from 40 organisations, including NGOs, schools, education

centers, recreation clubs and sports clubs.

Through interactive workshops, we help organisations
understand the signifcance of creating safe environments for
the children under their care and provide feasible advice, such
as guiding them in developing internal child-safety reporting
systems. We also facilitate forums to share insights into the
forthcoming MRCA bill and information sessions to highlight
the alignment of child safeguarding protocols with measures

supporting children’s mental health.

Our tailor-made training workshops and bespoke policy
development services empower organisations to incorporate best
practices and establish effective child safeguarding protocols.
We facilitate the integration of these protocols into their daily

operations, ensuring practical implementation of policies.

Anna, a participant in our Training of Trainers Programme,

shared her experience.

“I have improved my knowledge of how to protect and
prevent harm to children. The course raised my awareness
of designing programmes that address not only physical
protection but also other risk factors.”
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IN HONG KONG: Spark of Life Programme
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Expanding Support for More Children from
Low-income Families

Despite Hong Kong being a well-developed cosmopolitan
city, more than 25% of children under 18 are living in poverty.
Furthermore, over 90,000 households reside in sub-divided
flats. These conditions severely limit children’s opportunities
to learn and play. In 2023, our Spark of Life Programme
continued to support communities with high poverty rates.
We expanded our services to include New Territories, such as
Tin Shui Wai, in addition to our ongoing work in Sham Shui Po
and Yau Tsim Mong. A total of 86 children and 103 adults joined
the programme throughout 2023.

Unlocking Potential by Engaging Learning for
Young Minds

Our programme aims to support the community we serve,
where financial hardship poses challenges for caregivers and
thus deprives children from crucial learning opportunities
for their cognitive, social, and emotional growth. We provide
support to primary school children, empowering them through
after-school activities such as coding lessons with Minecraft
and collaborative strategy sessions through board games.
We nurture their analytical and creative thinking abilities,

illuminating a pathway towards their future success.

Livinginasub-divided with his parents, Chung Chung expressed
his enthusiasm for our STEM Minecraft class. It sparked his
interest in coding, and more importantly, brings him a stronger
sense of inclusion at school because he can connect with his

peers over their shared love.
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Creating Safe Spaces for Children’s Holistic
Development

Social-emotional competence is vital in the development of children,
nurturing resilience, fostering positive relationships and regulating
emotions. Many of our activities aim to enhance children’s social-
emotional skills, for instance, our expressive art classes and the track
and field sports classes that offer a release for tension and create a
safe social environment that ignites creativity and fosters positivity

amongst one another.

Mrs. Li first approached us with deep concern for her son’s emotional
state and difficulty controlling his temper. After a few months, she
was surprised to notice that the boy had learned new ways to release

tension and express his emotions from our lessons.

Nurturing Positive Family Dynamics by Equipping
Caregivers

Positive parenting education is crucial to improving parent-child
relationships and fostering a healthy environment for the growth of
children. Our workshops equip parents with practical skills which
emphasise non-violent communication. Caregivers also benefit

from wellness classes, which provide stress relief and promote self-

awareness, helping them to regain a sense of balance.
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of child respondents do not know the
government is preparing for a Mandatory
Reporting System on Child Abuse.
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Around the world, Save the Children works to ensure that children’s voices
are heard, their rights are realised and their issues are given top priority. In
Hong Kong, we advocate protecting children from violence and abuse and

supporting their mental well-being.

In 2023, adraft of the Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Bill was introduced
to undergo the legislative process. It did not only mark a significant milestone
to society, but also our advocacy efforts to stop violence against children. The
bill requires 25 types of professionals including those from the social welfare,
education and healthcare sectors to report suspected child abuse cases.
While the draft legislation drew concerns by these professionals, we actively
participated in the discussions to safeguard the best interests of children and

promote zero tolerance of child abuse.
Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Forum

To spark more discussion on the legislation of the bill, Save the Children
Hong Kong organised the Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Forum (MRCA
Forum) in October 2023, bringing together a panel of experts, including
the Legislative Councillor, school principals, children’s rights experts and
NGO representatives to discuss concerns and challenges. Over a hundred
stakeholders from the education sector, comprising school principals,
teachers, psychologists and social workers, attended to share their concerns
and gain insights into the legislation’s impact. During the event, the “MRCA
Children’s Concern Group” presented survey findings capturing children’s
perspectives on MRCA, highlighting the hurdles they faced when reporting
and seeking help for abuse incidents. They emphasised the need for enhanced
public education to clarify procedures and provide support for handling
suspected cases. We strongly advocate for children’s active participation in
decisions affecting them and the protection of their best interests.

We collected feedback and recommendations from the forum and conveyed
them to the relevant working group and the Bill Committee. Our aim is
to contribute to enhancing child protection, striving for new milestones
in child safeguarding in Hong Kong, and fostering a secure and nurturing

environment for children’s growth.
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of child respondents said they would not seek help from any professional
if they were abused. Some of the reasons include fears of experiencing
abuse again, concerns that seeking help might escalate the abuse, and
the potential loss of a caregiver and stable family life as a result.
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Research

In addition to the MRCA forum, we also conducted a public poll to gauge
public awareness regarding the “Views on Physical and Humiliating
Punishment of Children in Hong Kong” and to garner support for
mechanisms for the early identification of child abuse cases. The data
revealed that most respondents reported not taking action after witnessing
children being severely physically punished or verbally humiliated by

caregivers.

This research received significant media attention, highlighting the need
for government and civil society collaboration in educating professionals
who work with children and the public. The objective is to create a safe
environment by eliminating all forms of corporal punishment in various

settings, including physical and humiliating discipline.
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) 640/0 of respondents “strongly support” or “support” 230 - WEEIBSEEEF ) E
the legislation prohibiting any form of corporal /0 EUATES -
punishment towards children in all settings. of respondents would always
- act upon a potential child

abuse case on the street -
e.g. a child being beaten,
slapped or verbally humiliated.

of respondents support the government legislating
a mandatory reporting mechanism to require
professionals who have regular contact with children
to report suspected child abuse and neglect cases.
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Public Hearings

In September, our Chief Executive presented our recommendations in the
Meeting of Bills Committee on Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Bill at
the Legislative Council to ensure our position as part of the government’s
consultation process. This included engaging directly with legislators and

recommending constructive amendments to the bill.
Policy Recommendation

Apart from recommendations related to the legislation on the Mandatory
Reporting of Child Abuse (MRCA), we also conducted a review of various
policies concerning children’s rights and provided recommendations to
promote the development of comprehensive government legislation,
procedures, and practices that prioritise child protection, mental health,
and children and youth empowerment.
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Empowering with Youth Ambassador Programme
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Through school collaborations, we advocate for child rights
and empower children’s voices. In 2023, we conducted
interactive participatory budgeting workshops and mental
wellbeing workshops. Students develop creative thinking
skills and express their opinions in responding to the needs
of society. Youth Ambassador Programme, our flagship
initiative since 2019, empowers young individuals to raise
awareness about critical issues and improve children’s lives
through workshops and coaching sessions.

BEEREAIFRABEES
Amplifying Youth Voice through Video Creation
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Children, as change agents, possess critical and creative
thinking. We empower them to express opinions through
our youth ambassador programme. Ambassadors launched a
video shooting project to advocate for children’s rights and
promote public education, addressing cross-generational
integration and child participation. This platform allows
young individuals to voice opinions and showcase creativity.

RERERGRE
Debate Competition Against Bullying

SYTEREZTRILRSER  RMANSEREEN 7 RWE
£ - RE4IBERN220BBEMMETRNE BT EM I BE
WBERDENZETERL -

Tocombatbullyingand raise awareness, our youthambassador
organised a debate competition. 20 students from 4 schools
shared views on the negative impact of bullying and ways to
address this issue.
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During the time of shooting videos, | felt the

passion of Save the Children Hong Kong's staff towards raising
awareness on Children’s Rights and making a change. | had a great time
and | truly felt inspired despite the short time | spent with the team.

#8MEFE Kerensa Lai
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| had the incredible opportunity to engage in various activities,
including event organisation and participation in pitching
competitions, which proved to be enlightening. It facilitated
connections with professionals, experts, and like-minded students
from diverse backgrounds, all united by a shared objective. This
experience not only allowed me to contribute to a meaningful cause
but also broadened my perspectives and fostered personal and
professional growth. It is a fulfilling experience that | deeply value.
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Joining the MRCA Children’s Concern Group was definitely an
eye-opening and truly inspiring experience for me. It was such
a motivating experience to be able to present our observations
and views to the policymakers in the Forum. | realised that even
though I might be small in size, | am still able to make a difference
in society, our abilities should never be underestimated.

{R%EIE Mabel Ng
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Our Interns
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During my internship period, my team gave
me opportunities to utilise the skills | learned
in school. Not only did | understand the
importance of the relationship between media
and communications but | also enhanced my
problem-solving skills. More importantly, the
enthusiasm and devotion to child protection
shown by my colleagues aroused my interest and
passion for contributing
to children. | am glad to
be amember of the team.

iZE2E Chloe Tam
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During my time working at Save the Children Hong Kong,
| gained numerous experiences and developed a deep
understanding of the operations of non-governmental
organisations. Besides that, my work allowed me to
apply the knowledge | learned in school, enhancing my
research and analytical skills. Finally, my experience at
Advocacy Team provided me with
a better understanding of social
issues in Hong Kong.
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lamfilled withimmense gratitude for theincredible opportunity
I hadtobe aninternonthe Domestic Programme Team. My time
at Save the Children Hong Kong provided me with a valuable
glimpse into the world of NGOs and a deeper understanding
of the meaningful work they do. | was fortunate enough to
have a supportive team whose guidance and mentorship
played a significant role in my growth and development
throughout my time here. | am truly thankful for their patience,
knowledge, and willingness to share their expertise with me.
The knowledge gained through this
internship will continue to inspire me
to make a difference in the world in my
future endeavors.

Sulaim
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Being an intern in the Marketing & Communications
Team was an amazing experience. Through my work on
various projects, | gained insight into how non-profit
organisations operate and the people involved behind
the scenes. The team was patient, friendly, and always
willing to share their knowledge with me. | am very
grateful for the opportunity to

have learnt and experienced so ——
much during my time at Save the

Children Hong Kong.

0% Jane Ngai l'
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Protection
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75 percent of the world’s children have experienced
violence. Violence takes many forms, including physical
and emotional abuse, sexual abuse and exploitation,
and neglect or deliberate deprivation. Growing up
with violence can lead to lifelong physical, emotional
and mental health problems. At Save the Children,
we work to keep children safe around the world
regardless of who they are or where they are from.
In 2023, Save the Children Hong Kong supported
protection programmes across various countries
including Bhutan, China, Laos, Mongolia and Sri Lanka,
directly providing services to 162,163 children
and adults.
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China: Protecting Child Survivors of
Sexual Abuse from Secondary Harm
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Child survivors of sexual abuse and violence experience
long-term trauma. Unfortunately, a non-child friendly judicial
investigation of this abuse caninflict secondary harm on them.
Save the Children initiated Stop harm through a “One-Stop-
Centre” for girls and boys who suffered from sexual abuse
and other forms of violence in China, piloted in Kunming
City where Xuanxuan, a Grade 8 girl, lives. The project aims
to provide a one-stop child protection model through the
one-time completion of judicial evidence collection for
children who have survived sexual abuse, and the coordinated
efforts of judicial and government departments, social
work, psychology, legal aid, and multi-professional medical
services. After the loss of her father, Xuanxuan lived with her
unemployed mother amidst blame and preaching, leading to
major depressive disorder and school suspension. At the age
of 14, Xuanxuan was indecently assaulted by her mother’s

boyfriend, which exacerbated her self-injuring behaviours.

With our support, Yipeng, a judicial social worker, embarked
on alengthy journey with Xuanxuan, providing timely follow-
up, repairing her family relationship, and nurturing her
interest in painting. Witnessing her transformation, Yipeng
remarked, “The girl gradually became more cheerful, started
to hold her head up high, and exuded confidence in her eyes.”

In Xuanxuan'’s composition titled “Seeing Hope Again,’
she wrote, “As long as you don't give up, dark clouds will
clear one day. If you strive, you can find hope again.”

By establishing clear working procedures among
stakeholders, we collectively protect child survivors,
enabling their recovery, and empowering them to prevent
future violence, thus illuminating a brighter future.
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Sri Lanka: Cultivating a Child Protection

Culture and Community
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In Sri Lanka, where poverty and risks of violence persist
among children in tea plantation communities, we
partnered with a local NGO to launch the Mother & Child
Plantation Programme. Through this initiative, we support
infrastructure and empower teachers with early childhood
education training to actively identify child protection
issues. This enables working parents to send their children
to childcare centres without worry. Adolescents are

encouraged to voice concerns like school dropout rates.

14-year-old Dila and other children at the Children’s Club
participate in local community dramas, raising awareness
about the challenges they face. The club provides a safe
space for Dila to excel academically and enjoy performing.
Teachers assist with effective time management and self-

care routines, fostering Dila’s overall growth.

Dila said with a glowing smile, “We discussed
the stories we want to act out, and our teachers
encouraged each of us to participate. | am not at all

shy, and | truly enjoy performing.”

By fostering collaboration among government
officials, teachers, parents, children, and tea company
representatives, we amplify children’s voices. This
programme cultivates a culture of child safeguarding
within the communities, ensuring a brighter future for

children and granting them access to the quality education

they deserve. —

NOILDIL0¥d FE¥)

N
=



NOILYONOI R&

B
Education

ERBERRERNESHAEEHMEINET RBE
HE - RERENERNE  REHRUST D REERE -
HNWAREE—HRNIUEEZREBERENRHES -
BREBREARE - REMMT - £2023F - HMIXF
ERER PE - EEMERGZENHEERER - 5ES
93,541 BRER K AR AR -

Millions of children are being robbed of an education
simply because of who they are or where they live.
Without a quality basic education, children are less
likely to grow to their fullest potential. At Save the
Children, we work to improve early years learning
for the world’s most vulnerable children and ensure
that schools are places where children are safe and
happy. In 2023, we supported education programmes
in Cambodia, China, Pakistan and Thailand, directly
providing services to 93,541 children and adults.

ANNUAL

L

NOILYINOI R




NOILYONOI R&

N
-~

FIEE BAERBRER E'. ,.“EEZJJEEE,QE

Cambodia: Empowering Grandparent Caregivers

in Early Child Development
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Despite the lack of understanding of proper child-rearing
methods, many grandparents in Cambodia are stepping in
to care for young children on behalf of working parents.
Save the Children Hong Kong supported the “Grandparents,
Parents, and Communities Join Forces to Give Young Children
a Healthy Start in Life (GRAND)” project. Introduced in
Kampong Cham province, it provides caregivers with valuable

information and skills in childcare and development.

Him Pha, a 56-year-old grandfather, previously employed
harsh disciplinary methods and neglected his one-year-old
grandson, Sopharith’s basic needs. After participating in
the sessions, he learned effective communication, empathy
towards his grandchild’s emotions, positive discipline

techniques, and strengthened their relationship.

Him Pha said,"Back then, | didn’t understand anything
about proper parenting methods. | let Sopharith play on
the ground and gave him snacks and sweet drinks. When
he was sick, | asked his parents to take him to the hospital.
Now that I've learned proper ways to care for him, we are
closer than ever. He is growing healthier and happier. | am
so happy. “

Sopharith now receives love and proper care from his
grandfather, including well-cooked and nutritious meals,
quality playtime, and engaging activities that promote

cognitive and social development.

This project aims to enhance early childhood development
by improving parenting skills, emphasising the crucial role of
male caregivers, and equipping caregivers with knowledge

about child protection and development.
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Pakistan: Breaking Free from Child Marriage
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In Sindh, a province of Pakistan, early marriage is an
entrenched tradition for many families, stifling the dreams
and aspirations of their unwilling children. Recognising the
barriers faced by ambitious children on their educational
journey, our learning facilitators advocate and raise
awareness, working closely with communities to break

these harmful cycles.

Fiza’s father, a modest-income labourer, succumbed to
societal norms and arranged his daughter’s engagement.
learning facilitator Saba reached out to Fiza, a determined
17-year-old girl with dreams of becoming a doctor, making
a name for herself in the region, and contributing to the

community’s well-being.

With unwavering dedication, Learning Facilitator Saba
worked with Fiza’s parents to save her from child marriage.
Eventually, through Saba’s persistent efforts, they agreed
to cancel the engagement of Fiza. This became a pivotal
moment for Fiza, giving her the opportunity to pursue her

education as the first among her siblings.

Beaming with pride, Fiza expressed, “Believe in your
dreams, and with determination, you can overcome
any obstacle. Education is the key to a better future.”

Our Learning Facilitators empower children and the
younger generation to break free from this cycle,
supporting their educational aspirations for a hopeful
future.

NOILYONOI R

N
(=)



HLTYIH EEF

N
©

EOREHABERAEMNNER - EEGERK  RE
AIEmARIMESS - thfRZEE - EYHEBEREMREK
MEMHBEEERMAm - RANERSRBLERAZK
BB DURERI E PR RES - £2023F - MBRE
EXRAETNHNENRERRERERER -  HENE
71,331 BRERMAREE -

No child should die from preventable causes. Children
who are the most vulnerable are at greatest risk, as
they lack access to quality healthcare, such as vaccines,
medicines, or nutrients - all of which save lives. Every
day, our teams are working with children and families
in hard-to-reach communities around the world, giving
them what they need to survive, grow and develop to
their full potential. In 2023, we supported children’s
health and nutrition programmes in Afghanistan
and Indonesia, directly improving the lives of 71,331
children and adults.
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Indonesia: Nurtures Healthy Habits for

Children with Special Needs
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Maintaining proper hand hygiene is essential for the overall health and
well-being of children, including those with special needs. In support
of this, Save the Children implemented the Better Investment for
Stunting Alleviation Project in West Java Province, Indonesia, which
aims to prevent and reduce stunting rates through various initiatives,

including health-related education and support.

Reki, Agis, and Susi are students with mild mental disabilities from
an inclusive school in Sumedang. As part of the project, two teachers
from their school took part in our training programme where they
learned how to teach children handwashing techniques using soap. To
enhance the learning process, we used educational videos as a means
of communication, providing the children with joyful tutorials on
handwashing with soap that could maintain hygiene and protect their

health from infectious diseases.

16-year-old Agis said, “| was very happy. Felt bliss. Even with my
friends, we also gather to wash our hands, and then we continue to
wash our hands together.”

In our programme, the children are able to practise the steps using
the facilities at school to wash their hands with soap and getting used
to it at appropriate times. The programme also trained midwives and
care group cadres in four villages to support pregnant and lactating
mothers and caregivers. As a result, snacks are no longer sold at
Posyandu because the community understands that unhealthy snacks
hinder children’s growth. Instead, they bring healthy snacks like cakes,

bananas, or sweet potatoes from home.
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Child Rights
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Every child has rights - no matter who
they are or where they live. Child rights
should be prioritised and their voices
need be heard. These include rights to
health, education and protection. We
champion for every child’s right to be
heard in matters that affect their lives.
By doing what it takes to facilitate
meaningful participation of children in
accountability mechanisms and public
decision-making processes.

In 2023, Save the Children Hong Kong
supported projects in Vietham and other
regions, reaching 1,540 children, parents,
civil society staff, and government
officials, all working together to ensure
the implementation of children rights.
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Building Bridges of Inclusion
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In Vietnam, over 672,000 children aged 2-17 are living
with disabilities. To address discrimination and raise social
awareness about the violence faced by children with
disabilities, the Increased Accountability to Eliminate
Violence and Discrimination Against Children with Disabilities
project (AVAC), supported by Save the Children, promotes
the implementation of children’s rights and increased social
accountability for all forms of violence against children with

disabilities.

Under this project, we backed the “Connecting Bracelet” event
initiated by Nam, a Grade 9 student, and his friends. Witnessing
the challenges faced by children with disabilities in their daily
lives, they aimed to bridge the gap and heighten understanding
of the difficulties they encounter. The child-led event involved
students with and without disabilities, school teachers and
parents, creating an inclusive playground for participants to
understand the daily struggles faced by young people with

disabilities during play and interaction.

Nam shared, “| made a bracelet for a girl with vision
impairment as a symbol of solidarity and connection.
Previously, | had limited opportunities to join activities
with children with disabilities. Yet, | would continue to

develop activities like this.”

Our programme empowers passionate individuals to contribute
to the creation of an inclusive environment, fostering trust,
support, and becoming advocates for a discrimination-free and

friendly space for children’s development.
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In times of crisis, when children are at their most
vulnerable, Save the Children is there. We are always
among the first organisations to deliver life-saving
support for children and their families. In 2023, the
Save the Children global movement reached 31.4
million people across 78 countries through its
humanitarian responses.

Save the Children Hong Kong'’s Children’s Emergency
Fund provided vital funding to a range of large-scale
international emergencies, including lack of quality
healthcare in the conflict of Sudan. In addition, Save the
Children Hong Kong secured grants from the Disaster
Relief Fund of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government to assist children and their families
impacted by natural disasters in Tirkiye and Pakistan
by distributing kits with daily necessities, such as basic
hygiene, household and educational supplies.
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Tiirkiye: Basic Needs, Hygiene and B RPN EEBRER
Dignity Support after Earthquakes Sudan: Hope and Healing in Adversity
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Natural disasters usually strike unexpectedly, causing
destruction, taking lives, and greatly diminishing the quality
of life for survivors. In 2023, southern Turkiye experienced
two devastating earthquakes, resulting in the displacement
of 2.7 million people in Hatay. With funding from the Disaster
Relief Fund of the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, Save the Children provided essential
support to these families with household items, hygiene and

dignity kits.

Being displaced, Zehra, a mother of six, and her family live
in a temporary settlement. Due to the lack of regular access
to showers, they faced the risk of skin diseases and illnesses
caused by unsanitary conditions in the self-built toilet shared

among families living in seven tents.

As the summer heat intensifies, Zehra shared, “We faced
challenges related to women'’s health. The sanitary pads
and daily underwear provided to me and my daughters
are incredibly important. It is so hard to access these

resources during these times.”

By mid-July 2023, we distributed 2,791 household and hygiene
kits and 8,373 dignity kits, comprising cleaning and personal
hygiene products suitable for all genders. Offering support to
these families, our aim is to improve their living conditions in
tents during the scorching summer while mitigating the health

risks associated with inadequate hygiene practices.
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In the midst of relentless fights, there are individuals showing
exceptional resilience, fighting to survive, and even being born,
bringing hope to the situation. Since the conflict erupted in
Sudan in April 2023, nearly half of the population has faced
severe consequences. Save the Children has made a significant
impact by operating medical and nutrition centres, reaching
250,000 people, including over 135,000 children, and providing

essential items to displaced families.

Amidst the unstable conditions, medical supplies are
inadequate, as health workers and facilities are often targeted.
Unlike her experience with the first childbirth, Nafeesa was
unable to undergo ultrasound scans or receive nutritional
supplements during the birth of her second son until we
provided her with the necessary medical examinations and

medication from our clinic.

To offer vital healthcare services for people in need, we have
deployed our Emergency Health Unit to support mobileservices,
such as healthcare treatment for diseases, vaccinations,
maternal, newborn, and child healthcare, malnutrition care,

and psychosocial support.

Furthermore, in response to a cholera outbreak - a highly
contagious and life-threatening disease, particularly for
children - we have established a specialised treatment centre,
conducting clean-up campaigns in schools and hospitals and

educating communities on disease prevention.
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Our Patron

Ms. Cathy Chui Lee has served as our Patron since 2016, being

our champion for children in Hong Kong and around the world.

In 2023, Cathy supported Save the Children’s response to the
Tarkiye-Syria earthquake, a humanitarian disaster that killed
more than 56,000 people and affected more than 18 million
people including 6 million children. Her support, combined with
the generosity of others, has provided warm clothes, shelter
and essential items to families displaced from their homes,
helped set up safe spaces where children can play, learn and
access mental health support, and provided families with food
and cash assistance. Cathy’s valuable funding to our centre in
Sham Shui Po continued to help strengthen our local services

for children in Hong Kong.

Gala Dinner

Our 2023 Gala Dinner, chaired by our Patron Ms. Cathy Chui
Lee was generously supported by almost 300 distinguished
guests. This year, inspired by the famous story of “Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory”, we created “The HOPE Factory” and
invited our guests to help create a brighter future for children.
Cathy raised awareness of the global hunger crisis which is
devastating the lives of children, and also the realities of the
vulnerable families in Hong Kong. It was a special evening
where our guests contributed to building a world where every

child can grow up healthy and full of hope.

We express heartfelt thanks to all our donors, event sponsors
and long-term partner Bulgari, as well as celebrity guests
including Ambassador Mr. Donnie Yen and his wife Ms. Cissy
Wang, and Child Sponsorship Advocate Mr. Jonathan Wong.
Their generous support allowed all the donations that were

raised at the Gala Dinner to go directly to support children.
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Christmas Jumper Day

Save the Children has organised the “Christmas Jumper Day” as a year-end
celebrationsince 2017, to bring joy and warmth to children around the world.
We are immensely grateful for the steadfast commitment and invaluable
contributions of our celebrity supporters, including our Ambassador Mr.
Donnie Yen and his wife Ms. Cissy Wang, as well as Child Sponsorship
Advocate Mr. Jonathan Wong.

Additionally, we would like to express our appreciation to the schools and
corporates who joined us in this initiative, with a special mention to our long-
term corporate sponsor - DAKS. We have been truly inspired by the creativity
and enthusiasm displayed by schools and companies in their efforts to raise
funds for our Children’s Emergency Fund, enabling us to respond effectively

to humanitarian emergencies occurring around the world.

SYILY0ddNS YN0 Z&fZECALY)XE

[T
(=)



INIWYNYNOL 4109 B¥¥HESE

(%]
(1=

ZEgWXEkH

Golf Tournament
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GOLF TOURNAMENT 2023

The annual Golf Tournament is a flagship fundraising event of Save the
Children Hong Kong that raises funds to support various causes aimed
at giving children a healthy start in life, an opportunity to learn, and
protection from harm. Funds raised from the 2023 Golf Tournament were
directed towards our local programmes in Hong Kong, to protect children

from harm.

The increase in child abuse cases in Hong Kong has been concerning in
recent years, with many children suffering or are at risk of abuse due to
factors such as families’ financial stress and lack of positive parenting
skills. However, thanks to the generous donations, Save the Children

Hong Kong can do more to ensure a safer environment for these children.

Special thanks go to the institutions and individuals who have played
a significant role in making this Golf Tournament a success, including
our event sponsors, CVC and DBS, as well as our hole sponsors - CBIGG
Management LLC, Clifford Chance, and Morgan Stanley. Additionally, we
would like to acknowledge the sponsorship of The Clearwater Bay Golf
& Country Club in association with the provision of the venue and golf

course, the waiver of green fees and golf cart charges, the arrangement

of “beat-the-pro” sessions, as well as the arrangement of food and drinks.
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Save the Children Hong Kong launched its inaugural Inspire Cup. This
charity football tournament, consisting of 7-a-side matches, brought
together 14 corporate teams from across Hong Kong with the aim of being
an inspiring force for children in need.

Proceeds from the tournament supported our Play to Thrive programme,
designed to support children’s social-emotional development through
football training. Children from our programme joined the event for
an exhibition match and captivated the audience with their talent and

enthusiasm.

Special thanks to all our sponsors and participants, and our venue sponsor,
the Kowloon Cricket Club. Together, we celebrate the power of sports and

help nurture children’s self-confidence, teamwork and mental resilience.
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World Children’s Day
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Play & Clay

HeARTS, Minds and Reimagine

InNovember, we celebrate World Children’s Day,commemorating the adoption
of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959 and the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child in 1989. These conventions were inspired by our
founder, Eglantyne Jebb, who drafted the first declaration on child rights
in 1923.

The theme of World Children’s Day 2023 continues to focus on the healthy
development of children through the power of arts. Inrecent years, the mental
well-being of children in Hong Kong has become a growing concern. Research
suggests that up to 39% of students in primary and secondary schools may be
facing mental health challenges, with an alarming increase in youth suicide
rates. To address this, we work to support children mental well-being by
focusing on strengthening their social and emotional skills and fostering
resilience. By equipping them with these abilities, we empower children to
face life’s challenges with confidence and lead happier, healthier lives. Save the
Children Hong Kong offered enriching workshops and talks at the M+ Learning
Hub. Parenting insights from experts were shared at the speaker forum.
We also provided a vibrant art arena for meaningful parent-child engagement.
Through experiential workshops, children and parents created musical
instruments and engaged in art and craft activities, aiming to raise awareness

of children’s mental wellness. The World Children’s Day workshops and talks

brought joy to children and families.
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Partnering
for Impact

Save the Children forges transformative partnerships with organisations with a
shared vision for a brighter future for every child. Through strong partnerships, we
have mobilised actions and achieved sustainable impact for children by addressing
health and nutrition, protection, and education issues. Together, we strive to ensure
that our partnerships create meaningful changes for children while also generating

social value for our esteemed partners.
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With me, with you and with all those who believe in the importance of the philanthropic cause, since 2009 BVLGARI has been side
by side with Save the Children to support the world’s most vulnerable children. For the past 15 years, Save the Children has proudly
partnered with BVLGARI, raising an impressive sum of over 105 million dollars. This remarkable achievement has been made possible

through the sale of a specially crafted jewellery collection, designed by BVLGARI with the sole purpose of supporting this cause.

This ambitious goal, which serves as a starting point, has already made a tangible difference in the lives of over 2 million children
across 37 countries. The primary focus has been on ensuring access to quality education, empowering young people, providing
essential emergency response, and combating poverty. It is a path dedicated to securing a brighter future for disadvantaged children,

meticulously constructed over time through a diverse range of long-term projects.

The positive impact of these initiatives is evident in the countless individual lives that have been touched and transformed. None of
this would have been possible without the unwavering support of our valued global partners, who have wholeheartedly embraced the

cause championed by Save the Children. We express our gratitude to our global partners for their unwavering support.
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€2 Alibaba

Alarming reports on child abuse in Hong Kong have drawn significant attention to
the urgent need for child protection. In early 2023, Alibaba Group, a multinational
company, joined forces with us for a public welfare campaign aimed at raising
awareness about child protection and positive parenting. This impactful campaign
successfully reached over 4.8 million people through social media . Moreover,
Alibaba volunteers actively participated in Board Game Day, bringing joy and
care to underprivileged children, and generously contributed to our Spark of
Life Programme, which serves children from low-income families. We extend
our deepest gratitude to Alibaba Group for their generous contributions and

unwavering commitment to safeguarding children in Hong Kong.
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partners for their support (donations over HK$10,000, pro-bono service
and/or gifts in kind):
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Partnering for Impact

Trip.com
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Trip.com, an international one-stop travel service provider, has been partnering with Save the Children Hong Kong for 2 consecutive

years, bringing joy and exploration to low-income families through ranges of experiential activities. In 2022, we brought our children

from the Spark of Life programme to visit the Ocean Park, to learn about nature and enjoy meaningful family time. This year, with the

support from Trip.com, children from our programmes had the opportunity to visit teamLab, an interactive art space that encouraged

children to unleash their imagination and participate in creative activities. We are grateful to Trip.com and their dedicated volunteers

for their unwavering support in bringing happiness and inspiration to underprivileged children in Hong Kong.

W

| I
Endowment Fund
bioMérieux

bioMérieux Endowment Fund for Education (BEF) 2 &4 2
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The bioMérieux Endowment Fund for Education (BEF) is a
non-profit organisation established by bioMérieux, a leading
company in in vitro diagnostics. It aims to reduce inequalities
through and within education so that everyone can find their
place in the world. In 2023, BEF partnered with Save the
Children on multi-year projects aimed at enhancing the early
childhood care and development of migrant children from low
socio-economic backgrounds in Shanghai, China. They also
committed support to vulnerable children in the Philippines
in the coming year. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to BEF
for their generous contributions and unwavering dedication to
global child education. Together, we strive to provide children
who are most affected by inequality and discrimination with

the opportunity to learn and thrive.
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King Hung Woo
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Kit San Choi

Kit Wan Ngo
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Kuei Mei Ou

Kuen Chan
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Kwai Fun Frances Ho
Kwai Yook Lau

Kwan Chi Li

Kwan Po Leanne Chu
Kwan Wa Wong
Kwok Fai Tam

Kwok Hung Yeung
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Kwong Hung Henry Wong
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Lai Chun Lily Woo
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Lai Yee Moy
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Leighanne Zhu
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Our Finances

EERZHEBERSEBHNERESSE  RBORESR
DR RRENMBEER GTFESRERBHARR -

Thanks to the generosity of our many donors and
partners, Save the Children maintains a strong
financial foundation, positioning us to give more
children what every child deserves - a future.

HFImmEER

M REG-—ERNS KA  BMBERIM—FHREE
BEENAL - 2023 FEHNEBERIFFR RS - TERMNER
EE ;A 2EBEHENZS é;%%lﬁ)]?%%AE’J 2B
AEXEZF 1.38818 7T - ¥t 2022 F PSR 1.43218 7T - BMN3% -
HMEEESKASFAETINGS  SEREBAABREN
1108 fBTiER - REEEREEN1,49287TER - FBRA
THEREFN430EBTHER - UREKBEEZHMESTN 913

BLEN -

How we raise our funds \

Save the Children is constantly striving to find new, innovative
ways to connect with those who share our commitment to
children. In 2023, faced with a challenging economy, we
received total donations of HK$138.8 million thanks to the
ongoing support of our individual donors, leading corporates,
foundations and the Hong Kong government. This represents
a decrease of 3% from our 2022 donations of HK$143.2
million. We continue to benefit from diversified sources of
funding, which include $110.8 million from individuals, $14.9
million from corporations and foundations, $4.3 million of
grants from the HKSAR government and $9.1 million from our

signature events.

BMMAERES

Tﬂ(ﬁﬂ%%gﬁ&ﬁua—ﬁxﬁlﬁ’]ﬁ‘t ﬁﬁﬁﬁi%ﬂ’]ﬁ% - LXLESZ%E
MR SREZU—EEHAESES  RiE  BEARZS
SERENHT - 2023$ §,§T$ZEJJ§E§ ﬁ§ﬁ1437157|:
EMEES L - th2022 FRUMBSIHIBIN Y 1.3% - 2023 FHB =
EXHNT78% - B11.1241870 - ARETEREEMZ RS M
REWIRAE -

HHRESBENHBEERE  SFERBBMNEE - 20234F -

BENBREENIREEIHD - 14%BIFESKIELFE - 24%
RRHE  29%ARFERE - 10 AREENERIEE -
3% RARBERZEEFNNRN - 6% ARMEREE - R14%H
REEEREHENIEE -

How we use our funds \

Save the Children works to ensure that the funds we raise
are used in the most effective way possible in pursuit of our
mission of ensuring that every child attains their basic rights
to survival, protection, development and participation. In
2023, Save the Children Hong Kong deployed $143.7 million
in total expenditure, an increase of 1.3 percent over 2022. We
are pleased to report that 78 percent or $112.4 million of total
expenditure in 2023 was spent to support the implementation
of programmes impacting children in Hong Kong and around

the world.

Save the Children is dedicated to reaching every last child,
including the most vulnerable. In 2023, 14 percent of SCHK
expenditure was related to emergency response, 24 percent
to Education, 29 percent to Child Protection, 10 percent to
Health and Nutrition, 3 percent to Child Rights Governance, 6
percent on Child Sponsorship and 14 percent on Child Poverty.

ERMERR

BEENMNREZTE2023FHFEEZE 246087t - BIEMFE
BENAEMPIRELFRHEBENAE  EFRMEERER
EEAFRNESD  BERREERNET  BBRIIRE -

Secure financial position \

Save the Children Hong Kong closed 2023 with $24.6 million
in net assets. This financial strength gives us the ability to
accommodate temporary fluctuations in donation income and
invest in children over the long term, as Save the Children has
for 100 years, so that every last child can survive, learn and be

protected.
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FEMFEIRRERER Statement of Comprehensive Income*

—M1BF General donations 101,525,877 100,166,380
HEIBF Designated donations 37,233,182 43,092,512
BifF# 2 EB) Wage subsidy from The Government of HKSAR 386,452 948,400
EHhlg A Other income 591,795 250,970
139,737,306 144,458,262
i EXPENDITURE
£ MBI Fundraising expenditure 26,809,917 23,131,381
THBIS Administrative expenses 4,487,112 4,420,412
IBH#A&Z Funding for programmes 112,415,072 114,277,050
143,712,101 141,828,843
TRAEIESIE /UL (DEFICIT) / SURPLUS BEFORE TAX (3,974,795) 2,629,419

FifS# Income tax - -

KTEE/(BE)/BFRER (BE)/IBA
(DEFICIT) / SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR AND (3,974,795) 2,629,419
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR

FERIEIRRNERFR Statement of Financial Position*

JEMENEE NON-CURRENT ASSETS

31 Dec 2023 HK$ 31 Dec 2022 HK$

% - T KEEME Property, plant and equipment 298,579 307,071
FERAEEE Right-of-use assets 2,250,780 3,672,325
MIZEE Intangible assets 793,836 1,087,586
#IERENEE Total non-current assets 3,343,195 5,066,982

JRENEE CURRENT ASSETS

FEULBESR Accounts receivable 2,357,037 5,181,745
Hit B R EZWEERET IR Due from other Save the Children offices 6,140,872 8,914,781
FER1TEF EIRE Cash and bank balances 27,019,953 27,904,596
#RENEE Total current assets 35,517,862 42,001,122

mENEE CURRENT LIABILITIES

FE{TBRIE Accounts payable 7,255,653 6,888,165
A FTEMME R ESZMERZAIFIE Due to other Save the Children offices 89,269 75,413
IESEUW z= Deferred income 4,544,231 7,786,693
HERE Lease liabilities 1,455,702 1,371,134
#RENEE Total current liabilities 13,344,855 16,121,405
JBIMENEE NET CURRENT ASSETS 22,173,007 25,879,717
JEFRENEfE NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

THERE Lease liabilities 890,275 2,345,977
BEE NETASSETS 24,625,927 28,600,722
#&E FUNDS

—RR#&E General fund 24,625,927 28,600,722

* 2023 12H31HABIE Year ended 31 December 2023
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SAVE THE CHILDREN IS OFTEN TOLD THAT ITS
AIMS ARE IMPOSSIBLE — THAT THERE\HAS ALWAYS
BEEN CHILD SUFFERING AND THERE ALWAYS WILL BE.
WE KNOW. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE ONLY IF WE MAKE IT SO.
IT’S IMPOSSIBLE ONLY IF WE REFUSE TO w EMPT IT._J
-’-k =

IZRERE - 3% -
Eglantyne Jebb* \
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Save the Children’s founder

Save the Children
BEEE=

FIREHIEM410 - 4185 K F ¥ E 5818

8/F Pacific Plaza, 410 - 418 Des Voeux Road West,
Sai Wan, Hong Kong

B H Fax (852) 3160-8685

& #B Email hkinfo @savethechildren.org

#8 it Website savethechildren.org.hk

BRk—KRES 5,
Donation & General Enquiry
©
00O inJo (852) 3160-8686

@ savethechildrenhk Save the Children Hong Kong




